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near me begin to fall at my feet, the crowd is tempted lo follow
suit, and indescribable confusion follows*  So those who are near
me should never touch my feet*      They should not even bow
low before me.  Not only do I not like these things, but there is
a possibility of my getting seriously hurt*   I desire the country to
move with a speed greater than the speed of the Punjab Express.
We have got to attain swaraj within this year, so that we may
celebrate its attainment in December next, I implore   you once
again not to do anything that may hinder the smooth progress of
our work, for it means nothing but so much loss to the country,
I now come to the question which has really brought us to
your place. As soon as I set foot here, I inquired whether there
was peace between the Hindus and Mussulmans of this place.   It
was no small gratification to me to hear, that there was no mis-
understanding between the two communities at Sasaram,    But I
am told that there is no earnestness about Congress  work here*
The Congresss Committee and the Khilafat Committee that are in
existence do very little work*   My request to these two Committees
is that they put more energy into their work,   I wanted to inquire
about many other things, but I was so tired that I could not do so.
On the question of cow-killing, I say that with the Hindus it is their
dharma to protect the cow.-   The Hindus have many differences
amongst them as regards religious belief, and religious and social
customs and practices; but on the matter of the protection of the
cow all Hindus are united.   And I go so far as to say, that the cow
question is the central and common fact in Hinduism, which dif-
ferentiates it from all other religions of the world*  In India the need
for the cow is very great. Not only do the people drink her milk,
but her male offspring is used for cultivating the land.  The Hindus
reverence the cow as they reverence the Brahmin.   But the case
is not so outside India.  So there is no prohibition in the religion
of our Mussulman brothers against the slaughter of cows*   And if
a Mussulman brother slays a cow, for instance during /4 on what
ground can a Hindu raise his hand to strike him?  Is he enjoined
by the Shastras to kill a fellow-man in order to save a cow? There
is really no such injunction in the Shastras; but on the contrary
it is against the Shastras to do so.   No Hindu   raises  his  hand
against an English brother, because he eats beef; nor does he pre-
vent thousands and thousands of cows being led to the slaughter-
house for the use of Englishmen in India.  What I mean to say is
this; in order to save the cow you can only sacrifice your own Hfe;
you^ cannot take another's life, nor can you even cherish anger
against him.    My brother  Maulana  Mahomed  AH  in  one  of